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A wireless access switch is a thing

Overview
An access switch is a network edge device that directly connects end-user hardware
such as computers, IP phones, wireless access points, cameras, and IoT devices to
the broader network. It typically sits at the access layer, provides high port density,
often delivers PoE, and forwards traffic. A router acts as a gateway to the computer
network and is placed between a modem and a switch or hub. An access point
connects a device wirelessly. Aside from the communication medium to other nodes
(electrical signal vs radio waves), do they operate the same way?

 Specifically: When wireless devices communicate with each other, does the WAP
have a MAC table and do the packet. A switch does what a hub does, but more
efficiently. Initially, a switch knows nothing, and simply sends on incoming messages
to all ports, just as a hub would. However, a. The switch is the backbone of the wired
network.

© 2026 OptiLink - All rights reserved



Page 2/6

Article Content

Hot

Functionality differences between an Wireless Access Point and a

The basic function of both switch and WAP is MAC-based bridging, ie. forwarding
based on the destination MAC address. At the same time they learn each source MAC
address to find out

Jun 25, 2026 Hot

What Is a Wireless Access Point and When Should You

A wireless access point can fix slow and patchy Wi-Fi. Learn what a WAP is and how it
works to give you more reliable Wi-Fi and better network

Mar 22, 2026 Hot

Wireless access point

Cisco Aironet wireless access point In computer networking, a wireless access point
(WAP) (also just access point (AP)) is a networking hardware device that allows

Nov 29, 2025 Hot

Router vs Switch vs Hub vs Modem vs Access Point vs

A wireless access point is a device that allows wireless devices to connect to an
existing wired network by bridging traffic between the two networks.

Aug 29, 2025 Hot

What is an access switch and how to select access switches?

As key components in a network architecture, access switches are fundamental and
widespread in hierarchical network design. An access switch serves as an interface
for end-user

May 24, 2026 Hot

Modem, Router, Switch, and Access Point: What''s the

Today, though, we have the ability to connect all those devices to your home network
over Wi-Fi. To do that, you need something to broadcast that

Apr 08, 2026 Hot

What is WAP? | Wireless Access Point Explained

What Exactly is WAP? A Wireless Access Point (WAP) is a hardware device that
connects to a wired router, switch, or hub via an Ethernet cable, and
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Dec 01, 2025 Hot

Router vs Switch vs Access Point: Key Differences Explained

Switches use MAC addresses to identify devices on the network and ensure data is
sent only to the intended recipient. This enhances network efficiency and reduces
unnecessary traffic.

Jun 24, 2026 Hot

Modem vs Router vs Switch vs Access Point: Key

It''s called a wireless access point, and it connects to your router using a cable
(usually Ethernet). This access point talks to devices that don''t have

Jan 13, 2026 Hot

How Does a Switch Work?

Introduction Switches are key building blocks for any network. They connect multiple
devices, such as computers, wireless access points, printers, and servers; on the
same network within a building or

Feb 26, 2026 Hot

Access Point vs Switch: Difference and Comparison

An access point and a switch serve different functions in computer networking. An
access point is a wireless device that allows devices to connect to

Jun 30, 2025 Hot

What Is a Wireless Access Point? | Types and Benefits

Learn what is a wireless access point is, how it works, its benefits, and security risks.
A must-read for IT managers, cybersecurity leaders, and business

Jan 06, 2026 Hot

What Is Wi-Fi?

Wi-Fi is a wireless technology that allows laptops and desktop computers, mobile
devices like smart phones and wearables, and other equipment such as printers

Mar 26, 2026 Hot

Modem, Router, Switch and Access Point: What They

Learn what a modem, router, switch and access point do, how they work, and the
roles they play in a network in simple yet detailed terms.

Apr 07, 2026 Hot
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Routers vs. Switches vs. Access Points

Sometimes modem, router, switch, and access point come all bundled in one device.
In this tutorial, we''ll try to explain the concept behind each of these

Apr 13, 2026 Hot

What is a Wireless Adapter or Access Point? (Learn the

Wireless technology has become an integral part of our daily lives, from connecting
to the internet to streaming media on our devices. Two vital

Feb 28, 2026 Hot

Routers vs. Switches vs. Access Points vs. Gateway

In this article, we''ll compare Router VS Switch, Access Point VS Router, Gateway VS
Router, and Wireless Access Point VS Router. There are also some common
misconceptions that

Mar 03, 2026 Hot

What Is an Access Switch? The Definitive Edge Network Guide

An access switch is a network edge device that directly connects end-user hardware
such as computers, IP phones, wireless access points, cameras, and IoT devices to
the broader

Oct 28, 2025 Hot

What Is an Access Point? Function, Use Cases, and ...

Learn what a wireless access point (AP) is, how it works, and how it differs from a
router. Ideal for network engineers, IT buyers, and SMBs planning wireless
deployments.

Feb 12, 2026 Hot

What is an Ethernet switch?

Ethernet switches have also become the common network switch type and
foundational technology for most networks. How is Ethernet different from Wi-Fi?

Nov 21, 2025 Hot

wireless

I read about WLAN devices and Access points in "CCNA Routing and Switching guide"
but still I am not able to figure out the difference between them. Both seems same to
me, both are used to connect

Feb 19, 2026 Hot
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Functionality differences between an Wireless Access Point and a Switch ...

When the WAP sends data packets, does it send unicast to a specific device (like a
switch) or broadcast to all devices (like a hub), which also reduces total bandwidth?
As of now, I still think of

Apr 25, 2026 Hot

What is a Network Switch? How it Works and Types

Switches provide the wired connections to desktop computers, wireless access points
(APs), printers, industrial machinery and some internet of

Feb 01, 2026 Hot

WiFi 101 – Access Points, Wireless Routers, and Switching

Our resident IT expert Ross Thomas stops by to discuss routers, access points and
the components of a secure WiFi connection.

Jan 09, 2026 Hot

What''s the Difference Between a Hub, a Switch, and a

Switches are semi-intelligent devices that learn which devices are on which
connection. Routers are essentially small computers that perform a variety of

Jul 12, 2025 Hot

What Is a Wireless Access Point?

A wireless access point is a networking device that is used to form a wireless local
area network in a home or business.

Dec 01, 2025
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://www.eedenmarketing.co.za
Email: info@moletenare-ew.co.za
Phone: +86 138 1658 3346
Address:  Ningbo, China

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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